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IN THE CLAIMS 



Amend claims 1-10, and add new claim 11 as follows: 



1. (Currently Amended) A 
ctual execution workflow for ejce 



basis of a virtual workflow for 



execution workflow, said actual 



the workflow definition inform i 



method for managing a^an 

cuting a flow of work on the 
monitoring said actual 



execution workflow and said 



virtual workflow including a plurality of nodes, respectively, 



tion for defining the flow of 



OQrvicG through the uoc of a p 



the steps of: 

corrcoponding select;ing a processing node of said 



roccGQing apparatus , — comprising 



actual execution workflow to make the node thus selected be 



linked with a node of said 



irtual workflow; defined 



according to a roqucGtcr'o purpooo with a proccooing node of 



an actual workflow that io the actual DcrvicG; 



specifying a node oj: said virtual workflow; 



acquiring a node of 



linked with the node thus specified; and being currently 



said actual execution workflow 



proceaoed; — and 

outputting a progress state of the acquired node as 



a progress state of the speci 



Eied node of said virtual 



workflow 



comparing said acquired node being currently 



proGCOOcd with a node of said 



related with the node of said 



actual workflow definition 



virtual workflow definition, — and 
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outputting ao a progrcoGing otatc of oaid virtual workflow the 
procoooing otato of the node of aaid actual workflow being 
matohod to oaid node being prooo/aocd or prcviouo to oaid node 
being currently procQGDod and cIooQOt to a oandidato node, — and: 
a virtual node being related with oaid candidate node having 
an acccQQ right of oaid requcotLr . 



2. (Currently Amended) Ar -The method for managing a 
virtual workflow as claimed in/ claim 1, further comprising the 
steps of : 

setting a user's privilege of operation at each node 

of said virtual workflow; and ! 

registering the user's privilege of operation thus 

. . . . . . 

set in a virtual workflow definition for de f inmg . said virtual 
workflo w whcn said virtual workflow is defined, — opecifying a 
node to be opened aa a node 



of oaid virtual workflow of nodeo 



composing oaid actual workflow and getting a right of 



operation of oaid requeoter,of oaid ppccificd node; — and 



registering a virtual workflow definition for 

connecting oaid oct nodeo with an arc . 



3 . (Currently Amended. 
virtual workflow as claimec. 
steps of : 



) A — The method for managing a 
in claim 1, further comprising the 
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determining an actual execution workflow definition 

for defining said actual executdion workflow by using an 
attribute of a virtual workflow/definition for defining said 
virtual workflow; and / 

inputting execution ijnformation of said actual 



execution workflow by using the actual execution workflow 
definition thus determined bcfprc outputting tho progrcooing 



Gtatc of oaid virtual workflow 



7 — determining tho corrcaponding 



actual workflow definition to 



oaid virtual workflow definition 



by uoing the attribute defined in oaid virtual workflow 



definition; — and inputting execution information of oaid 



virtual workflow by uoing oaid determined actual workflow 



definition . 



4. (Currently Amended) 



A virtual workflow managing 



system for managing a ^an actual execution workflow for 



executing a flow of work as— accessing an actual execution 

workflow definition information for defining a flow of 

( 

oorvicc, — said actual executipn workflow and a virtual workflow 

I 

definition for defining a vi;rtual workflow for monitoring said 



actual execution workflow^ said actual execution workflow and 

I 

said virtual workflow including a plurality of nodes ^ 



respectively, comprising : 

a storage unit for storing said actual execution 

i 

workflow definition containing an ID of said actual execution 
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workflow and an ID of each of nodfes contained in said actual 



execut ion workflow; 

a storage unit for stofing virtual workflow 
definition information containing an ID information of a — said 
virtual workflow definition , an/ ID information of each of 
nodes contained in said virtual workflow definition, — and 
access right privilege information given to a by the user 

low 



using ef— said virtual workf 
virtual workflow ; and 



definition at each node of said 



a workflow link definition information storage unit 



for storing an ID of a link 1 



inking an ID of a node of said 



virtual workflow with an ID of a corresponding node selected 
from said actual execution workflo w of the corrooponding link 
to the link with a combination of ID information of — paid node 



of said virtual workflow definition, — ID information of an 



actual workflow definition, ^and a node of said actual workflow 
definition . 

5. (Currently Amended!) A -The method for managing a 
virtual workflow as claimed^ in claim 1, wherein there are a 



plurality of virtual workflow definitions for defining said 
virtual workflow, said metjiod further comprising the steps of: 
inputting information for selecting virtual workflow 
definition information ; anL 
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determining a virtiolal workflow definition uocd by 



oaid oclcGtcd virtual workflo 



input information . 



w definition on the basis of said 



6. (Currently Amended)/ In a workflow system having a 
client and a server, a methdd for managing a virtual workflow 
an actual execution workflow for executing a flow of work on 



the basis of a virtual workflow for monitoring said actual 
execut ion workflow, said aqtual execution workflow and said 
virtual workflow including j a plurality of nodes, respectively, 
said method comprising the! steps of: 

holding a virtual workflow definition compoood of 
virtual for defining nodes of said virtual workflow defined 
according to the purpose of use by ef— said client, an actual 
execution workflow definition for defining processing compoocd 
of actual nodes of said alctual execution workflow 



Gorrooponding to an actual oorvicG, — and a workflow link 



definition for linking indicating GorrcopondGncG between said 



virtual workflow definitd. 



given from said client; 

searching an ac 



on of nodes of said virtual workflow 



with and said actual workflow definition of selected nodes of 
said actual execution workflow, on the basis of an indication 



tual a node of said actual execution 



workflow corresponding to a virtual node of said virtual 
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workflow specified by said clie)nt, based on said workflow link 
de f ini t ion ; and 

outputting a progres/s procoooing state of said 
searched actual node of said actual execution workflow as a 
progressi^ig state of said specified virtual node of said 
virtual workflow to said client. 



7. (Currently Amended/ In a system for managing a 
virtual workflow having a cfLient and a server, and for 
managing an actual execution workflow for executing a flow of 



work on the basis of a virt. 



ual workflow for monitoring said 



actual execution workflow. 



said actual execution workflow and 



said virtual workflow including a plurality of nodes. 



respectively, said server 

an information s 
workflow definition compos 



of said virtual workflow node defined according to the a 



workflow Gompoood of an ac h 



::omprising : 

torage unit for storing a virtual 
Qd of a virtual for defining nodes 



purpose of use by said client, an actual workflow definition 
for defining processing nodes of said actual execution 



tual node corroaponding to an actual 



oorvicc, — and a workflow link definition for linking indicating 
oorrcopondcncc between sajd virtual workflow definition of 
nodes of said virtual workflow with and said actual workflow 



definition of selected no des of said actual execution 
workflow; 
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a processing unit for searching a an actual node of 
said actual execution workflow cpr re spending to a virtual node 
of said virtual workflow specified by said client, based on 
said workflow link definition; /and 

a processing unit for outputting a progress procGOO - 
ing state of said searched ac^tual node of said actual 
execution workflow as a the progress-ifig state of said 
specified virtual node of said virtual workflow to said 
client . 



8. (Currently Amended') In a storage medium boing 
readable by a computer for /storing a program of a method for 
managing an actual execution workflow for executing a flow of 
work on the basis of a virtual workflow for monitoring said 
actual execution workflo w. a virtual workflow , executed by a 
sever in a workflow system having a client and a: — said server, 
said actual execution workflow and said virtual workflow 
including a plurality of/ nodes, respectively, said managing 
method comprising the steeps of : 

holding a virtual workflow definition compoood of 
virtual for defining no^Les of said virtual workflow defined 
according to a the purpose of use by e^said client, an actual 
execution workflow definition for defining processing compooed 
of actual nodes of said actual execution workflow and 
Gorroaponding to an ac^Lual ocrvicG, — a workflow link definition 
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for linking indioating aorrocpofidQnao botwocn said virtual 



workflow definition of nodes of 



said virtual workflow with and 



said actual workflow definition of selected nodes of said 
actual execution workflow , bas/ed on an indication given from 
said clients- 
searching a an actuhl node of said actual execution 
workflow corresponding to a virtual node of said virtual 
workflow specified by said cfient, based on said workflow link 
definition; and 

outputting a progress proGoaaing state of said 
searched actual node of said actual execution workflow as a 
progressing state of said specified virtual node of said 



virtual workflow to said cl 



lent . 



9. (Currently Amended!) The Ar-method for managing a 
virtual workflow as claimed in claim 6, wherein said virtual 
workflow definition holds information about a type of a 
privilege of a nr-operation right of by said client to againot 
said actual workflow definxtion at each virtual node of said 
virtual workflow, said type being at least one privilege 
selected from a display prkvilege, a reference privilege and 



an input privilege . 



10. (Currently Amended) The A — method for managing a 
virtual workflow as claimed in claim 6, wherein each of said 
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virtual nodes contained in/ said virtual workflow definition is 
linked with a node selectdd from corrcopondQ to oaid actual 
node contained in a plurality of actual workflow definitions. 



rr^ (New) The method as claimed in claim 1, further 



comprising the steps of: 

if a privilege of reference to the acquired node is 
not permitted to a user rejguesting the progress state of the 
specified node, searching [the nodes of said actual execution 
workflow for a previous ncde closest to the acquired node and 
having a privilege of reference permitted to the user; and 

outputting a progress state of the previous node as 
a progress state of the specified node of said virtual 
workflow. 



